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Littleton, Colorado: Our
National Agony with Gun
Violence Continues...

his time in an upscale Denver suburb.

Two 11th grade students used an array of
weapons in a well-planned attack on fellow
students: assault weapons, handguns and 30
explosive devices. The talley since 1996: there
have been 9 “school incidents” killing 35 people,
mostly children and wounding up to 62.

We will hear the usual arguments that the
perpetrators were disturbed youngsters; that these
are isolated incidents; that guns don't kill, people
do; and that we must protect our 2nd Amendment
rights.

Events such as this brought immediate and
significant action in the Scotland and Australian
massacres in previous years. By contrast, in the
United States there is an unwillingness to con-
front the real problems. Instead, we are offered
“solutions” such as: making schools safe by install-
ing metal detectors, having armed guards (there
was one at Littleton) or arming the teachers
(advises John Lott — see article, “Who is John
Lott?” on page 4). However, America’s love affair
with guns is Killing her children and continues to
put them at risk on a daily basis.

In the wake of the tragedy, the NRA scaled
back itsannual convention held in Denver the last
week of April. Colorado is considered NRA ter-
ritory and it has lobbied for three major bills in the
state legislature: a strong state preemption law, a
concealed weapons law and a law prohibiting local

continued on page two

JUNK GUNS:
GOING.....GOING.....

ALMOST GONE!

he Santa Barbara City Council voted unanimously on

March 16, 1999 (with one absentee) to ban the sale of so-

called junkguns in Santa Barbara. Santa Barbara Women

Against Gun Violence and its coalition members have been
working for passage of this ordinance for over two years. In 1997 and 1998
we proposed that the Santa Barbara City Council and the County Board
of Supervisors adopt resolutions supporting the state legislature bills
banning the sale and manufacture of junk guns, which they did. When
Governor Pete Wilson vetoed these and other gun bills, the City Council
decided it was time to join the growing number of public officials around
the state and nation taking action on issues related to gun proliferation and
violence. Councilmember Marty Blum took the initiative in steering the
ordinance along.

In addition to the initial presentation to the council, there were two
meetings of the ordinance committee at which our organization and
supporters gave presentations. During the initial presentation Council-
man Tom Roberts commented, “I just don't see the nexus between
banning the legal sale of these weapons and stopping them from getting
into the hands of criminals.” Then on February 21st the ATF study was
released stating that 51% of guns used in crimes are purchased legally and
Councilman Roberts quipped that the study had shot a big hole in his
argument. The final meeting on March 16th was well-attended and a
dramatic moment occurred when Michael Purvis, our legislative chair,
asked supporters of the ban to stand and we nearly filled the room. There
was silence for a moment as we all stood in unison. Later, Mayor Miller
announced the final unanimous vote and the cheering could be heard on
State Street.

Some interesting comments by council members at these meetings:
continued on back page

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1999 Santa Barbara Women Against Violence’ 5th Annual Dinner

Distinguished guest/speaker: California Assemblyman Jack Scott (D-Pasadena)
Chairman of the Select Committee on Gun Control and co-author of three pending gun control bills




Littleton, Colorado
by Toni Wellen

friend and business associate of ours lives in
ALittIeton, Colorado with his wife and children,
three blocks from Columbine High School. On
that dreadful Tuesday we telephoned him to ascertain whether
his family was safe. We subsequently learned that his oldest
son’s middle school graduating class was going on a field trip
that very day to the ill-fated high school, as an orientation for
their Fall entry. On Tuesday after breakfast the boy becameiill,
too ill to attend school and accompany his classmates on the
field trip. His classmates were in the cafeteria when the assault
occurred and one of them, a close pal of our friend's son, was
wounded in the shoulder and chest. He will live, and there will
be scars from his wounds, but what are the emotional scars?
These children have physical wounds, but in a sense all the
school children of America now live with fear and anxiety,
hidden for some and obvious for others. Could it happen here?
Am | safe at my school? Who at my school could do this?

My friend tells me that now when children enter any school
in Littleton, the school is “locked down” and armed guards are
standing sentry at the doors. Our friend’s middle school child
“appears to be O.K.” but his 12-year-old brother is afraid and
anxious.

We are told by the gun owners that guns make us safe. Is
a fearful anxious child safe? Some want teachers to carry guns
and all “law-abiding” citizens to be able to carry concealed guns.
Would a child feel safe knowing that teachers or anyone around
him or her is carrying a gun? What sort of mentality is this
promoting? What is happening to our country? America stands
for democracy and freedom. The right to feel free and safe.
People from all over the world have wanted to emigrate to
America to enjoy the right to be free. So what is freedom now
for a child in America? Hiding behind guards with guns in
schools with metal detectors and wondering who has a con-
cealed gun? Achild in Kosovo doesn't feel safe, and now neither
does a child in Littleton, or Chicago or possibly even Santa
Barbara.

LITTLETON continued from page 1

officials from suing gun manufacturers. These bills have
been tabled by State Rep. McPherson who said, “Now is just not
the time to debate these bills.”

Response from two presidential candidates: George W.
Bush offered the opinion that love not gun control is the best
way to prevent shooting sprees like the one in Colorado. Dan
Quayle said, “I hope we don't try to use this as an excuse to go
and take away guns.”

We suggest the explosive proliferation of guns and the
incredible amount of media violence children of all ages are
exposed to daily are critical issues our nation must face.

A Personal Note About
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UNTHINKABLE.... No Longer

Why not ban handguns? This was the title of an
editorial in the Washington Post National Weekly edi-
tion May 3, 1999, boldly stating their editorial stance.
A challenge from a reputable publication to the Presi-
dent of the United States and all other presidential
candidates to ban the general sale, manufacture and
ownership of handguns. There are over 60 million
handguns now in private hands and the number grows.
Add to the massacre in Columbine the 13 children who
die every day in America from gun violence. As the
Washington Post National Weekly states on its cover
sheet: “WHEN WILL WE EVER LEARN?”

Guns Used In Littleton
Massacre Bought At Gun Show

believe two Savage Arms Inc. shotguns were bought

ata Denver area gun show within the past six months
by a female acquaintance of one of the two teenagers involved
in the shootings. The other gunsused, a Navagar TEC-DC9,
a 9mm semiautomatic assault pistol (manufacture federally
banned in 1994) and a Hi-Point Firearms, Inc. 9mm carbine
rifle were initially bought from two separate Denver gun
dealers within the past 18 months by someone over 21 years of
age.

I nvestigators of the Columbine High School massacre

The American Shooting Sports Council, a gun-industry
trade group announced that it “supports the concept of a
background check and paper trail for those individuals pur-
chasing firearms at gun shows”. (Wall Street Journal 4-26-99)

AVIRTUAL GUN SHOW

Forty percent of guns are bought from sources other than
retail outlets. The Internet is a burgeoning source of firearms
— including machine guns, ammunition and accessories. As
one site called “Guns-Unlimited” described, the Internet is
fast becoming a “virtual gun show.”

Kristen Rand, author of the 1996 study Gun Shows in
America: Tupperware® Parties for Criminals, hailed Presi-
dent Clinton’s call for stricter regulation of gun shows, “Thanks
to legal loopholes created by the gun lobby, gun shows are
Tupperware® for criminals. The President’s leadership can
help close those loopholes and meeting his goal of “no back-
ground check, no sale.”




Human Relations
Commission Takes the
Initiate in Passing County

Ban for Junk Gun Sales

attended our 4th Annual Dinner and decided that

the issue of gun violence was central to safety in the
community and required some action by the Human Rela-
tions Commission. Mary, aconsultant to the commission —
and Bob, a commission member, decided to encourage the
commission to recommend to the County Board of Super-
visors that it pass an ordinance banning the sale of junk guns
in Santa Barbara. SBWAGYV became involved when the
itemfirst appeared onacommission agenda. Perhapsno one
was prepared for the vociferous, contentious and combative
attitude of a majority of the opposition, but it was an eye-
opener. During one meeting some members of the opposi-
tion became loud, abusive and out of control. At the final
meeting sheriff deputies had to be present. After three
meetings held by the commission in Santa Barbara and one
in Santa Maria, the final meeting was held on March 18th,
but the outcome was not predictable.

I t began when Mary O’Gorman and Bob Hamilton

The vote was tied until Grace Florez, Commission
Chair, cast the deciding vote in favor of the motion to
recommend to the Board of Supervisors that junk gun sales
be banned. Areportand recommendationwill now go to the
County Board of Supervisors. A public hearing is scheduled
May 18th. See box below for information.

But we still need you...

hose of you who missed the live drama.... there is

still time. The County will hold a public hearing
on the proposed junkgun ban ordinance some time in May.
Itiscriticallyimportant for YOU to be thereand show your
concernforgunviolence in our community. Your County
Supervisorsneedto SEE their constituents supporting gun
control. The opposition is extremely well organized and
attends these meetings in large numbers. We need your
presence and your support.

If you would like to speak at the County hearing
but are not sure what to say, we can help you, please
call 564-6803.

Hearing time will be set on May 13th. Please call
the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at 568-2240 for
the precise time.
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WHATS GOTTEN S
INTO
AMERICA?

We Couldn’t Have Done It
Without You !!

anta Barbara Women Against Gun Violence

extends thanks and appreciation to each person

who attended meetings at the Santa Barbara
City Council and the Board of Supervisors Human Rela-
tions Commission. Your presence as well as your words
made a difference in helping the enactment process of
important legislation banning sales of junk guns and in
demonstrating that sensible gun control has support in this
community. It wasn't easy listening to the opposition’s
arguments, but it was educational!

Thanks also to the supportive public officials on the
City Counciland Human Relations Commission. Special
thanks to Eli Langer, City Council Member, for appearing
before the Human Relations Commission to request their
support of a county ordinance. A round of applause for
Bob Hamilton, Human Relations Commissionerand Mary
O’'Gorman, consultant to the commission, who brought
the matter of a junk gun sale ban to the commission and
persevered with such elegance against vociferous odds.
Grace Florez, Chair of the Human Relations Commis-
sion, was in a word FANTASTIC!! She handled the
contentious and oftentimes unruly opposition with perfect
aplomb. Way to go Grace!

We also thank the news media for generally excellent
coverage. Most especially, thanks to the Santa Barbara News
Press and John Lankford, Editorial Page Editor for thought-
ful editorials and creating an open forum to exchange views.
As important as passing the ban is the community dialogue
that continues in our local newspapers, TV and radio. An
important goal of SBWAGYV isto raise awareness and educate
the community regarding critical issues surrounding guns and
violence.




Missouri Votes “No” on
Concealed Weapons

When Jesse James was a notorious outlaw, Missouri got
tough on gunslingers and banned concealed weapons. The
NRA wants to repeal that ban more than a century later.

Supporters said gun-packing law-abiding people would
keep the criminals guessing. The NRA spent $3.7 million—
nearly six dollars for every yes vote and five times the
opposition’s entire budget. Yet Proposition B, which would
have lifted the ban, failed 52% to 48% in a vote April 6, 1999.

Critics of the measure said Proposition B would have put
more guns on the streets and would lead to more firearm
violence. So the reasoning, more guns create more gun
violence has not changed in over 100 years...in Missouri
anyway. Harry Wiggins, a state senator from Kansas City
said, “Missourians have said they do not want guns carried
into football games, and bars and schools.”

Texas Retrospective: Concealed Weapons
Facilitate Crimes!

Arrests of Texans licensed to carry concealed weapons
have risen sharply in the third year since the licensing law
took effect. According to a study performed by the Violence
Policy Center, using data from the Texas Department of
Public Health, there have been over 2,000 arrests of Texas
concealed handgun license holders — an average of nearly
two arrests a day over three years.

The report, released March 22, 1999, listed these crimes
for which license holders were arrested: 15 charges of murder
or attempted murder, 6 charges of kidnapping or false
imprisonment, 28 charges of rape or sexual assault, 103
charges of assault or aggravated assault with a deadly weapon,
442 charges of driving while intoxicated, 30 charges of
indecency withchildren, 140 drug-related charges, 70 charges
of sexual misconduct.

“When the gun lobby pushed this law through, they
promised it would not arm the bad guys. They now owe us
2,000 explanations,” said VPC policy Analyst Susan Glick,
the study’s author. “If legislators had realized how many
murderers and sex offenders would carry concealed hand-
guns, this law would never have passed....All too often,
concealed handgun license holders don't stop crimes, they
commit them. This is proof positive of the dangers of
concealed handgun laws.”

The Colorado legislature, which has been considering
and strongly favoring a concealed weapon law, has tabled all
gun legislation in the wake of the Littleton massacre. Atragic
wake-up call?

THE CONCEALED
WEAPONS DEBATE

Who is John Lott ??

uthor of “More Guns, Less Crime” John

A Lott, a Fellow at the University of Chicago
Law School, says his research shows that

criminals prey on people who they think are defenseless.

“Some criminals are going to think twice if they have to
wonder whether a potential victim is carrying a gun.”

In the wake of the March 1998 schoolyard ambush
of children by children in Jonesboro, Arkansas, Lott
voiced his strong support for arming teachers and other
school personnel against gun-toting children. Lott ar-
gues, “Allowing teachers and other law-abiding adults to
carry concealed handguns in schools would not only
make it easier to stop shootings in progress, it could also
help deter shootings from ever occurring.”

The gun lobby frequently quotes John Lott and his
theories that there is a reduction in overall crime in those
states which permit concealed handgun ownership. Some
31 states provide concealed weapons permits to people
who meet certain objective standards, like age and back-
ground checks. About half of these states require no gun
training. Another dozen states allow public officials to
issue permits to people who show a need for them.

Lott's studies have been criticized by reliable statis-
ticians for faulty methodology. Further, the Lott study
deals only with trends for overall crime (which could be
subject to other factors), not numbers of deaths. Interest-
ingly, there are significant links between the John M.
Olin Foundation, which funded Lott’s fellowship at the
University of Chicago, and the Olin Corporation, which
owns Winchester Ammunition (the largest producer of
ammunition in the U.S. and the manufacturer of the
infamous “Black Talon” bullet). Winchester Ammuni-
tion stands to reap financial gain from the increased sale
of handgun ammunition generated by the passage of lax
concealed weapons laws. At the time of the release of the
Lott study, former Olin Corporation executives contin-
ued to serve on the Olin Foundation’s board of directors.

A SANTA BARBARA COALITION
Spring 1999 « Volume 5 No. 2




A SANTA BARBARA COALITION
Spring 1999 « Volume 5 No. 2

Important Bills in the
State Legislature

' “WERE, THERE! ¥
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SIGNE WILKINSON, Philadelohia Daitv News

*AB202 One-Handgun-Per-Month — Assemblyman Wally
Knox (D-Los Angeles). Passed the Assembly 4-23-99 by a
bare majority. Current law places no limit on the number of
handguns that can be purchased at one time. Gun traffickers
are able to buy handguns in bulk and resell them to criminals
and juveniles on the street. This bill would prohibit the
purchase of more than one handgun in any 30-day period. In
California, 11 percent of those who buy handguns purchase
more than one every month. Of 158,000 legal handgun sales
in 1998, 40,000 were part of multiple gun transactions.

*SB23 Assault Weapons and Magazines — Sen. Don Perata
(D-Alameda) Thisbillwhich would prohibitso-called copy-
cat weapons by adding a generic definition of semiautomatic
guns (guns that have one or more military characteristics)
just squeaked through the Senate Public Safety Committee.
The bill would also prohibit the sale or transfer of ammuni-
tion magazines that can hold more than ten rounds. Current
owners would be able to keep their assault weapons if they
registered them by a new deadline.

* SB 15 Ban Saturday Night Specials — Sen. Richard
Polanco (D-Los Angeles) Current law does not set any
safety or quality standards for handguns This law, (essen-
tially the same as SB 1500, which passed the legislature but
was vetoed by then-Gov. Wilson) would establish two basic
safety standards and minimal size requirements for hand-
guns made and sold in California. The safety standards are
based on tests developed by the National Institute of Justice’s
Office of Science and Technology for use by law enforce-
ment— a drop test and a 600 round firing performance test.
The minimal size requirements are taken from the 1968
federal import standard — 4 1/2-inch overall length and
3-inch barrel length for revolvers, and 6-inch length with a
4-inch height for pistols.

*AB106 Child-Safety Locks—Assemblyman Jack Scott (D-
Los Angeles). Current law does not require that guns be sold
with any child-safety devices. This bill would require gun
dealers to sell an appropriate lock device with any firearm to
help prevent a child or unauthorized user from being able to
fire the gun.

» AB491 CCW Penalty Increase — Assemblyman Jack Scott.
This law is a top priority of the California Police Chiefs.
Whereas current law makes it a felony to carry brass knuckles,
dirks, daggers, and other weapons, it is now only a misde-
meanor to carry a concealed and/or loaded handgun without
a license. This new law would make it either a felony or a
misdemeanor, depending on the circumstances.

*AB17 Repeal State Preemption of Licensing and Registration
Assemblymember Hannah-Beth Jackson (D-Santa Barbara)
Thisbill which would allow local communities the freedom to
craft local solutions to the gun violence in their areas. Current
state law prevents this.

Hannah-Beth Jackson stated in an article (2/28/99) in the
Santa Barbara News Press, “During recent election cam-
paigns, the voters in the 35th Assembly District made it clear
to me that they overwhelmingly support gun control as a
means of decreasing the number of firearm-related deaths.
The public is demanding that our leaders step in to craft
solutions to reduce the level of gun violence destroying the
fabric and peace of our society.”

We are proud that Hannah-Beth was elected our repre-
sentative. Now we must actively support her work on our
behalf. Voice your support of these gun control measures to
your Assemblymember and State Senator.




Youths Legally
Bought Guns

Used in Crimes

How Guns Proliferate to Kids
and Criminals

juveniles and people ages 18 to 24 were acquired

by intermediaries acting on behalf of the real
buyer, according toareportreleased on February 21, 1999, by
the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (ATF). The
report announced the latest results of President Clinton’s
Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCBII), a pro-
gram begunin 1996. Inaddition, 14% of guns used in crimes
by juveniles and young people were sold by private sellers
without federal firearm licenses and 10% were sold at gun
shows, flea markets or through ads in gun magazines. None
of these outlets require buyers to show ID or undergo
background checks.

F ifty-one percent of guns used in crimes by

The report is the second major study by the ATF in the
past two years that makes use of newly improved methods for
tracing gunsused in crimes. Itreports on efforts to trace over
76,000 guns used in crime in 27 cities. As a result of these
traces, 397 defendants have been referred for prosecution for
gun trafficking in state and federal courts in the past year.

In the past, gun makers have argued, ostensibly with the
support of law enforcement statistics, that most guns used in
crimes were stolen rather than purchased new or nearly new
by criminals. But the new report found that only 35% of guns
used in crimes by juveniles had been stolen.

The ATF, under pressure from the National Rifle Asso-
ciation and Congress, had only a small program to trace guns
used in crimes, until President Clinton took office, and few
city police forces tried to find the sources of illegal guns.

On February 25, the Illinois Council Against Handgun
Violence (ICHBV) released a study based on data from the
ATF, which stated that “Three California gun makers —
Bryco, Lorcin and Davis — have flooded Chicago’s streets
with junk guns.” In 1996 eight of the top ten guns most used
and traced to crime were junk guns. Of those eight, six were
made by the above manufacturers and are the fastest “time-
to-crime” guns (i.e., from initial retail sale to recovery at a
crime) recovered frequently from juveniles and youth.

Criminologists believe the intensified effort to trace guns
isone of the factors that has helped drive crime rates down for
seven straight years.
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GUN DEALER SETTLES
WITH CITY

pril 13 - A Chicago gun dealer has reached a
Asettlement with the city in a $433 million
landmark lawsuit accusing the gun industry
of flooding the streets with weapons deliberately mar-
keted to criminals. Robert Taborden, owner of Bob's
Sports headquarters in suburban Justice, is one of 40 gun
dealers and manufacturers named in the lawsuit which
officials expect to be a national test case. Similar lawsuits
have been filed in New Orleans, Miami, Atlanta and
Bridgeport, Conn.

As part of the agreement Taborden will cooperate in
the ongoing investigation of the firearms industry and
testify for the city and county when the case goes to trial.
“We now have a witness who can give us an insider’s
account of the manner in which this industry knowingly
markets illegal firearms in Chicago,” said the city's Coun-
sel Brian Crowe. In return, the city and county will drop
all claims for damages against Taborden and his business.

Part of Chicago’s case was built on evidence procured
over a 3-month period, when the Chicago police depart-
ment sent 2-person teams into 12 gun stores that ring the
city. The agents brazenly spoke of planning to use the
purchased guns for criminal purposes, but in every case the
dealers sold the firearms.

DAVID M. KRIEGER

Attorney
Estate Planning

Wills e Trusts

564-7818

(805) 684-8434
PAGER (714) 665-7291

TONI WELLEN, M.A.

Counseling Psychotherapy
Certified Hypnotherapist

3597 Padaro Lane
Carpinteria, California 93013

Marriage, Family & Child Counselor
Lic. No. MFC24702




Gun Makers on

1999in Brooklyn, the jurors’ decision marks the first

time that the firearms industry has been held legally
responsible for the criminal use of guns. Plaintiffs’ lawyers
elicited testimony from experts to argue that handgun manu-
facturers should do more to ensure that weapons don’t wind
up in criminal hands. Defense lawyers for 25 gun makers
answered with their own experts. The jurors ignored almost
all of it and devised their own quirky formula to determine
that 15 of the companies distributed handguns negligently
and that three of them should pay damages of $520,000 to
one plaintiff, a 19-year old boy with a bullet lodged in his
brain. The six other plaintiffs, relatives of people killed by
handguns, received no damages.

I n a handgun-liability trial that ended February 9,

This was no slam-dunk verdict for the jurors who
struggled for six days to reach consensus. After four days the
exhausted jury pleaded for help from the judge. But Judge
Jack Weinstein had no intention of allowing a hung jury and
told them; “Everybody including yourselves has invested too
much in this case to allow you to throw up your hands
prematurely.” One juror, a nurse, emerged as the most
forceful personality on the jury. Her mantra: Gun companies
have some general responsibility for the millions of weapons
they produce. She referred to the testimony of two retired
officials of the ATF who said that major channels for arming
criminals are illicit sales at gun shows and dealers who
operate out of garages (kitchen table dealers) or car trunks.

The jury agreed that companies should discourage sales
at gun shows and by dealers who don't have stores , and
assessed each defendant company under this basis. They
agreed their method may have been simplistic but “it was the
only thing we could come up with.” They finally agreed to
an overall award amount of $4 million.

Survey reveals NRA Out of
Sync with Majority of
Gun Owners

From The New England Journal of Medicine, Sept.
17,1998: 68% of the American public favors “govern-
ment safety regulations for the design of guns.” Among
gun owners, 64% agreed. 94% of the American public
said domestically-manufactured handguns should be
required to meet the same standards as foreign-made
guns. Among gun owners 93% agreed.
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NRA Tries to Prevent

Legal Defensive City Lawsuits

prevent gun lawsuits in Georgia, the NRA has

succeeded inat least 10 states in getting legislation
under way that would preclude local governments from suing
gun manufacturers and distributors. A bill in Florida would
make it a felony (up to 5 years in jail and $5,000 fine) for any
local official tofile such alawsuit. Chieflobbyist for the NRA,
James J. Baker, said, “The point is to try to get rid of suits that
have been filed” and to target “as many as 25 or 30 states”
where local officials are considering suing. The NRA is
working only in states where there is a likelihood the governor
would sign the legislation: Colorado is one of those states, as
are Texas, Michigan, Kansas, Vermont, Wyoming, Louisi-
ana, Minnesota, and Alabama. Republican Governor Jeb
Bush of Florida has stated that in general he does not support
cities suing gun makers.

E ncouraged by the impending passage of a bill to

Gun control activists have said some of the state bills are
likely to be challenged in court, “We allow ordinary citizens
and cities to assert their rights in court,” said Dennis Henigan
of the Center to Prevent Handgun Violence. The NRA has
been working on “friendly” state legislatures to get bills passed
that prohibited local communities from passing gun control
statutes since the 1980's.

Gun Manufacturers Renege
on Trigger Locks

widely hailed voluntary agreement on trigger

Alocks between the White House and the fire

arms industry has made virtually no difference

in the way handguns are sold according to a report (11/98) by

the Violence Policy Center. The agreement announced in

October 1997 effectively killed federal legislation requiring
safety devices.

The survey of 58 firearm distributors and dealers in 25
states found that 16 of the 20 handgun manufacturers that
promised to include safety devices with their guns have
apparently not done so. Three of the remaining four were
already supplying the safety devices before the agreement
was completed. Kirsten Rand, VPC Director of Federal
Policy stated, “As soon as the public looked the other way,
most handgun makers resumed business as usual.”




JunkGuns: Almost Gone
continued from front page

“This is not an ordinance that’s going to
solve all our community problems, but I think

it'sastepintherightdirection,” said Elinor Langer. Gregg Hart
remarked, “This started out as a symbolic issue that has grown
from local to state to national.”

One of the final speakers, Bruce Rittenhouse, acommu-
nity activist, added a poignant note in his story about visiting
a local gun store on two consecutive days where he saw two
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In a reply to a SBWAGYV congratulatory note, Gregg
Hart said, “Thank you very much for the kind note of thanks
for my vote in support of your proposal to ban the sale of
‘Saturday Night Specials’ in Santa Barbara. The thanks
should go to you and your coalition members who took the
initiative and pushed this important issue onto our agenda.
History will show your effort and our support were the right
thing to do. I'm proud to have helped in my own way.”
Thanks, Gregg and other City Council Members!

We hope the Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors will

very soon follow the wise action of the City Council in

young boys who told him they went into the store every day banning junk gun sales

to look at the guns.
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When you have read this newsletter, please RECYCLE by passing it
on to a friend, a neighbor or a relative. Spread the word.
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